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FROM THE COMMANDER: 

 
 

 

  
 
FROM THE DIVISION: 

 

MDA Inspector  Academy 2011 Pre- requisites  
  Requirements 
 
In order to participate in this rewarding program, you must 
have completed the following: 
• One year active participation in the Auxiliary 
• Six months active participation in an Auxiliary core mis-

sion 
• ICS 100, 200, 700, 800, 210 (ICS 300 will be offered dur-

ing the academy and will cover 210) 
• Good Mate Course (may be taken online) 

• Intro to Marine Safety and Environmental Protection 
(IMSEP) 

• Ethics Training  (Can be either taken on line or at the 
academy) 

• *I nformation Systems Security (ISS) 
• Sensitive Security Information (SSI) (may be taken at the 

academy) 
• Authorization to work at the Sector (completed prior to 

completion of the academy) 
*Only necessary for log on to Coast Guard Global. Most 
MDA Inspectors will not need access to CG Global unless 
they are working at Sector or its units. 
Tr aining: 
MDA Inspectors receive extensive training in all MDA related 
fields from safety and environmental to security, technology 
and anti-terrorism; Inspectors are required to attend and com-
plete On the Job Training (OJT)/ Personal Qualifications 
Standard (PQS), the MDA Inspector academy and are required 
to pass a qualification pre-board and board before becoming 
an MDA Inspector.  
An operational security background SF86 check must be initi-
ated and completed with a favorable result before the qualifi-
cation board can be completed.  

For more information, please contact: 
Sector Los Angeles-Long Beach at 310-521-3709 or 3709 

 
MARINE SAFETY – Frank Galloway 

Executive Summary 
Continuing to communicate all pertinent Marine Safety infor-
mation to all appropriate personnel at the Flotilla, Division, 
and District levels. The majority of the Sector LA-LB Auxil-
iary participation in Marine Safety is currently in the disci-
plines of Uninspected Passenger Vessel Examinations and 
preparation for the next Maritime Domain Awareness Acad-
emy. 
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Details 
• The Auxiliary Uninspected Passenger Vessel program is 

moving forward in 2011 as aggressively as it has done in 
previous years, under the direction and administration of 
Norma Lococo (6-08), and Frank Boice (6-06). The Divi-
sion 5 members active in the Uninspected Passenger Ves-
sel program are Jack Russel (5-12) and Frank Galloway 
(5-13). 

• The tentative dates for the 2011 Maritime Domain 
Awareness Academy are as follows: 

JUN 4&5 
JUN 10, 11, &12 
JUN 25 &26 
JUL 9 & 10 
JUL 23 & 24 
AUG 6 & 7 

• Lenny Douthett (5-13) and his MDA Inspector In-
structor team are putting numerous hours into the up-
dating and revisions to this in depth training program. 
Other members of Division 5 currently involved in 
the preparation of this updated program are Kim Cas-
trobran (5-09), and Dennis Grinstead (5-03).  

 
OPERATIONS – Karl McMillin 
Executive Summary.   
•  Four Division 5 Flotillas reported operations activity for the 
month, including Safety, Training, Security and PATON 
patrols. 
Details 
•  Flotilla 53 - Two patrols were conducted during the month 
of February; one of which was a Noble Eagle, the other was a 
two-boat training exercise.  One additional OPFAC was 
approved, giving Flotilla 53 a total of two.  Members who own 
vessels which are suitable for operations and/or training are 
encouraged to offer them for use. 
•  On 12 Feb Tin Boat conducted a two-boat training patrol 
involving towing and other disciplines.  There was 1 CX, 1 
CR, 1 TR.  Mission duration was 2 hrs. 
•   On 15 Feb Tin Boat conducted a Noble Eagle patrol. There 
was 1 CX, 2 CR, 1 TR. Mission duration was 6hrs. 
•  ÒKelseaÓ, a 28' sailing vessel was offered for use, and 
accepted by the CG.   
•  Flotilla 54 Ð Vessel Facility Nan B has conducted one patrol 
in 2011.  Having issues/problems with getting patrols 
approved. 
•  Flotilla 57 - Participated in Operations by supporting 
Flotilla 5-13 in PATON patrols as Crew. Will also support 
Flotilla 5-13 as crew on Regatta Patrols scheduled for 19 
March. 
•  Flotilla 5-12 Ð Currently we have two operational facilities 
conducting patrols for the Flotilla.  Facility Tolly Ho has 
requests in for two patrols: Paton patrol on 09 April and 
Training/Paton patrol for 23 April.   
•Facility Merryot conducted Safety Patrol on 19February. 
Executive Summary: 
 Five Division 5 Flotillas reported on operations for the month, 
including Safety, Security and PATON patrols. 
Details 
•Flotilla 53 - One patrol was conducted during the month of 
March. One patrol is scheduled for April. 

•On 22 March Tin Boat conducted a Noble Eagle patrol. 
There was 4 POB: 1 CX, 3 CR. Mission duration was 6.5 hrs. 
A PATON patrol is scheduled for April 18 aboard Tin Boat, 
LA/LB operating area.   
• Flotilla 54 Ð One safety patrol done by OPFAC NAN B on 
April 2 with one crew from 5-4 and two crew from 4-8. 
• Flotilla 57 - Flotilla does not have anything to report for this 
period. Future plans to activate on the water patrols, training 
in the next 2 to 3 months. 
• Flotilla 5-11 Ð No Operational hours this past month.  No 
crew hours reported.  Two-crew need to make up crew hours 
from last year as trainees.  Geoffrey Emery has resigned as 
FSO-OP. 
• Flotilla 5-12 Ð Currently we have two operational facilities 
in the Flotilla.  Facility Tolly Ho conducted a PATON patrol 
on 09 April with 5 POB: Coxswain and 4 crew. A training 
patrol is scheduled for 23 April. 
Facility Merryot is currently undergoing maintenance. 
 
Public Education – Roy Garrabrant 

Valero ABS Course: 
15 Apr il  Fl. 5-12; B. Vats, T. Ashlin, M. Seaman 
27 Apr il  Fl. 5-13;  G. Norgaard, N. Norgaard, E. Harper 
  3 May   Fl. 57; R. Garrabrant, J. Garrabrant, R. Helizon 
31 May   Fl. 54;  M. Seaman, B. Clark 
Fl. 53 Ð The Flotilla still hopes to hold Public Education 

classes during the summer, but as of this date has not finalized 

a location. 

• Due to the small number of members interested in becom-

ing Auxiliary Qualified Instructors, it would work best to 

coordinate with another Flotilla or Division for the class.  

• Anyone having information about an Instructor Class that 

is being held, or a possible teaching location anywhere in 

our service area is asked to contact me. Victoria Jacobs, 
FSO-PE 53 

Fl. 54 - Medical Emergencies Afloat seminar is Saturday, 
June 18, 2011 from 0900 - 1500. Fee is $40.00 pp; $50.00 at 
the door with no reservation. I'll send registration information 
to anyone interested. 
 Safety At Sea seminar is scheduled at Shoreline YC on 
Sunday, July 3, 2011, 0800 - 1500. Contact me should you 
want more information. H: 310-632-4748 or email: 
MarionSeaman1@aol.com 
 

Publications – Jackie Garrabrant 
Summary: 
• Thanks to all the FCÕs and SOÕs that handed in reports.  

Our members need your input. Keep them coming. 
Details: 
• I apologize to FC Paul Ginder for misspelling his name. 
• Thank you to Dennis Grinstead for helping to get the last 

edition printed.    
• As always, thanks to Rose Edwards and my husband Roy 

for their help in folding, stapling and labeling the newslet-
ter. 

• The pictures you send are great.  ItÕs so important to have 
them to underline what our members are doing. 
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FROM THE FLOTILLAS: 

 
FLOTILLA 52 – Ken Edwards 

Executive Summary: 
We did not have a meeting in February due to too many 
members being unavailable to attend because of the 
weather. 
Details: 
• We are still working on the new Diversity center to 

be located in Compton.  We have had our first meet-
ing with city officials to discuss possible venues and 
future direction of our efforts concerning the general 
operation of the center.  The Center is capable of 
handling small classes, approximately 25 students 
and Vessel Examinations.  More will be passed on 
as different items are developed and made opera-
tional. 

• We have no operational facilities within our Flotilla 
so we have no operation activities to report. 

• We have no Public Education classes scheduled in 
the near future.  We will advise when we do. 

 

FLOTILLA 53 – John Malloy 
Executive Summary:  
Flotilla currently has 2 prospective new members. One mem-
ber has submitted his application and the other will be attend-
ing our next meeting for further information. We continue to 
keep all members informed of all training, opportunities to 
serve, and fellowship activities.  
Flotilla Activity:  
• Flotilla meeting was held on 3/28 at local restaurant. FC 

was on vacation so meeting was led by VFC Hare.  
• VSC/PA event was held on 4/9 at Dick Sherrer Marine in 

Norwalk. This was a very successful event with 17 ves-
sels checked by two examiners ( Malloy and Leslie). In-
formation about joining the Auxiliary was passed out to 
many boaters.  

• Vessel Examiners Malloy and Leslie were recently 
trained in the Dept of Boating and Waterways Dock-
walker program. We plan to use this training to enhance 
ourVessel Safety Checks with information about being a 
clean, green boater.  

• AUXWEA course is scheduled to begin on April 28th in 
Huntington Beach. Course will be taught by FSO-MT 
Busher.  

• VSC /PA event for April to be announced soon. Will 
probably be at Sunset Aquatic in Huntington Harbor.  

• The Flotilla still hopes to hold Public Education classes 
during the summer, but as of this date has not finalized a 
location.  

• PATON patrol has been scheduled for our new verifiers 
and training patrols for members needing their QE check 
rides.  

 

FLOTILLA 54 – Robert Waldron 

 
Reading Program at Benito Juarez Middle School in Or-

ange County 

 
PO Crow, USN; Marion Seaman, Aux; &    

Petty Officer  Lafrancois 

 
The Orange County Fire and Police Departments were 

there along with the Anaheim Angels and the hockey team 
(Ducks); Oscar Gallo, USCG Aux. 

Executive Summary  
• The new flotilla website was approved at the March flo-

tilla meeting..    
• IS data is up to date.  
• The flotilla has confirmed docking arrangements for the 

annual fellowship outing for July  2011 at the Bahia Cor-
inthian Yacht Club.  

• PATON patrols underway.  
• FSO VE and FSO PA are developing plan to coordinate 

PA activity with VE effort on 1st Saturday of each month.  
• We have a new member who has been qualified as a  
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marine dealer visitor.  Once he obtains his supervised 
visits he will assume FSO duties for the position.  

Details  
• 14 more night PATON requests have been scheduled.    
• The flotilla is working with Division leadership to present 

one of the requested boating safety classes to Valero em-
ployees   

Issues:  
• Paperwork was resolved for flotilla facility which is now 

processing orders properly in POMS..  
  
FLOTILLA 55 – Paul Ginder 

 

FLOTILLA 57 – Roger Helizon 

• Meeting held 24 March with a quorum present. 
• Members will be assisting the Division teaching the 

ABS to Valero on 3 May.  Books have been ordered. 
 

FLOTILLA 58 – Thomas Roedl 

 

FLOTILLA 59 – Frank Martin 

 

FLOTILLA 5-10 – Stanley Hartman 

 

FLOTILLA 5-11 – Alice Curran 

 

FLOTILLA 5-12 – Mark Oshiro 
Executive Summary: 
The Flotilla is very active in support of the Auxiliary mission 
of promoting RBS to the boating public by conducting regular 
VSC pushes, PE classes, PV visits, PA watchstanding, as well 
as, surface patrols.     Because our members are working hard 
and gives so much of themselves to the Auxiliary, it's up to the 
Auxiliary to maintain its memberÕs well-being and morale.  In 
keeping with the Flotilla's theme of "Bringing Back the Fun in 
the Auxiliary", the Flotilla has been working hard to network 
with other Flotillas and Divisions regarding opening up new 
Auxiliary programs, training opportunities, and 4th 
cornerstone events.   
Details: 
• The Flotilla will be having its April meeting at AirSta LA 

followed by a tour of the station on April 26, 2011.   
(Several members from the other Flotillas will be taking 
part in the tour.)   

• The Flotilla is currently working with the Division & Dis-
trict to set up PA booths at the Anaheim Angeles home 
baseball games during the NSBW of May 21 - 27, 2011.  

• The Flotilla will be starting a new Weekend Navigator 
course on Thursday, April 21, 2011. We are still accept-
ing students for the course if anyone is interested. 

• Four members of the Flotilla will be completing their 
Crew Class on-shore mentor sign-offs on April 23, 2011. 

• One member will be taking the AuxWeather course with 
Flotilla 5-3.  

• Our PV program will be conducting visits to our partners 
on April 29, 2011. 

• Our VE program will be conducting a VSC push on Sat-
urday, April 30, 2011 at Alamitos Bay. 

• Several members will be attending CWO2 Tommy Kron's 
Retirement Ceremony on May 6, 2011. 

• Several members will be attending the Memorial Marker 
Service on May 14, 2011. 

• Several members will be standing watch at the Armed 
Forces Day PA Booth on May 20 - 22, 2011. 

• The Flotilla will be having a 4th Cornerstone event at the 
Red Cross CPR Saturday on May 21, 2011. 

• The Flotilla conducted an ABS Course for Valero Refin-
ery on April 15, 2011. 

• Several members have participated in completing 15 PA-
TONs and 2 MOMS patrols in April. 

• Networking with other Flotillas and Divisions regarding 
opening up new Auxiliary programs, training opportuni-
ties and 4th cornerstone ideas and upcoming events such 
as a Division Fishing Derby and Bowling Tournament. 

• Future 4th Cornerstone events are:  A Day at the Gun 
Range, a Picnic & Kayaking at the Beach, Tour of the 
USS Iowa and NASA Space Shuttle Endeavor. 

 

          
Please see some of the photos from Flotilla 5-12's Whale 

Watching Cruise on Saturday, Apr il 2, 2011.   We 
departed from Shoreline Village in Long Beach on a 

beauty of a day and were lucky enough to see two gray 
whales migrating home to Alaska.   Sorry we don't have 
better  pictures of the whales.  They were too fast for our  

cameras.

  
Mark Oshiro, FC 5-12 &  wife 
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Tony Ashlin, DCDR 5, wife and fr iend 

 
A. Curran, FC 5-11 Watching for Whales 

FLOTILLA 5-13 – Jason Gant 

  
 

FROM THE DISTRICT: 

 

All: 
It is essential that each Facility Owner having trouble getting 
Orders though POMS, put in a trouble ticket in POMS.   
Please limit the e-mails  
from each affected Facility Owner to the Assistant POMS 
Administrator, Joe Nebelsky, with a copy to the Division 11 
Commander, only.  The DIRAUX, DCOS and I do not need to 
be involved, as the Division Commander, Larry Desy, will 
keep us informed of the progress being made. Please be pa-
tient. 
COMO Harry M. Jacobs, District Commodore 
11th Coast Guard District - Southern Region 

  
 

FROM NATIONAL: 

 
ANACO-RP Announced 
National Commodore James E. Vass, Jr. announces the ap-
pointment of COMO Gordon A. Jaworski as ANACO- RB 
effective 01 MAR 11. COMO Jaworski has replaced COMO 
Nick Tarlson, who was elected DCDR for Division 12, 11NR. 
COMO Jaworski will be working with the E-Dept. and the V- 
Dept. Previously, COMO Jaworski was DCO for 9WR 2005-

2006.  [Posted: Mar 17, 2011. Source: Anne R. Lockwood, N-
EA] 
 
PATON Mission update 
We have been informed that LANTAREA has de-emphasized 
PATON patrols for certain districtÕs Active Duty commands 
due to resource constraints.  For instance, recent messages 
detail that District 8 has ceased PATON verification for active 
duty members.  Whether or not Auxiliarists are utilized for 
PATON patrols will vary from District to District.  The Aids 
to Navigation Program is a major program of the Prevention 
Department and will continue to be active nationwide.  Auxil-
iarists should work with their Chain of Leadership and Man-
agement to find out the status of PATON patrols in their spe-
cific AOR.  [Posted: Mar 17, 2011. Source: Greg Kester, DIR-
P] 

Flotilla 5-12 on PATON PATROL 

 
5-12 Paton Patrol 

 
 
AuxiliaristÕs assist in Tr adewinds 2011         Auxil-
iary communications team "Mercury" out of South Florida 
assisted in this year's Tradewinds 2011 exercise. They traveled 
to the Caribbean and having the mobility and the equipment 
they played an important role. Read about their expertise and 
the part they played, now on SITREP, the Auxiliary's National 
e-magazine. [Posted: Mar 21, 2011. Source: Mel Borofsky, 

Editor SITREP] 
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National Awards Application Submission     
                 Deadline May 31 
Best Flotilla in the Nation    Best Flotilla in Public Educa-
tion   Best Flotilla in Marine Visitation and VSCs.  The 
three National Awards for award year 2010, sponsored 
by Boat/US, Marine Retailer's Association, and the National 
Boating Federation, recognizes the top Flotillas of the year.  
Flotillas must submit their applications via their Flotilla 
Commander to the Division Commander, who submits them to 
the District Commodore.  The District Commodore 
then selects the best application for each category and submits 
them to Rick Ives, Chairman of the National Awards Commit-
tee.  Winning Flotillas will be announced at NACON 2011 in 
August in Charlotte, NC.  In the Fall Navigator 2010, on page 
14, a great article appears featuring the Best Flotilla of the 
Year, yours could be next.  Applications can be found for the 
three awards at the NAC Website.www.cgaux.org/nac 
  [Posted: Mar 20, 2011. Source: COMO Richard Ives, 

President NAC, Awards Chairman] 

 

Marine Safety PQSs available on Prevention      
                Department website 
Marine Safety Performance Qualification Standards (PQS) are 
now available on the Prevention Department website under the 
Trident Program section.   The Good Mate and Introduction to 
Marine Safety and Environmental Protection (IMSEP) course 
are also available on the website under the Marine Safety 
Training Ribbon section. 
 
Guidelines for the Coast Guard Auxiliary 2011 
National Public Affai rs, Publications, Photogra-
phy, and Video contests are posted at:         
http://dev02.cgaux.org/Uploads/2011_National_AUXPA_Con
tests.pdf    
Contests run from 01-JUN-10 through 31-MAY-11. 
The DSO-PA and DSO-PB will serve as the primary POC for 
the Public Affairs and Publications contests respectively 
within their designated district.  All entries to these two con-
tests shall be certified by the appropriate DSO.  If no DSO has 
been appointed for that program, then the alternate DSO 
(PA/PB) or the DCOS may certify the entry for the district. 
Entries to the photography and video contests may come 
directly from Auxiliary members as outlined in the contest 
guidelines. 
The winning entry for each category will be presented with a 7 
x 9 inch award plaque at the 2011 National Conference in 
Charlotte, NC.  
Tom Nunes. Director - Public Affairs, USCGAux. 
 
ÒCold Facts                                                        
ÒLet's look at the cold, hard Facts about cold water immersion. 
Many studies have been done to determine why so many 
drowning deaths occur as a result of falling into cold water. If 
you look at the statistics below, it seems that in a lot of cases 
these tragedies should not have happened given the fact that 
most were good swimmers and were within a short distance 
from safety - the shore, a boat, a dock, etc. Ò Ð Cold Water 
Boot Camp                                                                                     
As you may know there is an excellent program called ÒCold 

Water Boot CampÓ that explains how the human body reacts 
when immersed in cold water, and what to do about it.  Mate-
rials from this program available online at: 
http://www.coldwaterbootcamp.com 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1xohI3B4Uc 
http://vimeo.com/4534662 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Cold-Water-Boot-Camp-
USA/164795446877841                                                               
Of course, the bottom line is WEAR YOUR LIFE JACKET! 

 This just in É  
A follow-up course, ÒBeyond Boot Camp USA: Rescue, Re-
cover, RewarmÓ does an excellent job of showing how to res-
cue victims from the water, how to treat them once theyÕre on 
board, and how to PROPERLY rewarm them.  Even if you do 
your boating in mostly warm water this is an excellent DVD 
for showing how to recover POBs and treat them afterwards. 
To request copies of the DVDs, go to: 
 http://www.watersafetycongress.org/mats/cwbc/ORDER%20
FORM%20CWBC%20BBC%20RRR%20.pdf 
The ÒBeyond Boot Camp USA title is free; the Cold Water 
Boot Camp DVD is $10 from the National Water Safety Con-
gress. 
Quick tip:  
If you arenÕt already familiar with it, the A Department has an   
excellent recreational boating safety PA backgrounder avail-
able online at: 
http://auxpa.org/auxdirect/RBS_Backgrounder_tn.pdf 
Bruce Johnson, DIR-B Director for RBS Affairs 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
 
Last Call to Submit BoatUS Grassroots Grant    
                            Proposals                                                                               
The April 1 deadline is almost here for the nonprofit BoatUS 
Foundation's 2011 Grassroots Grants Program, which has a 
total of $50,000 available for this year's cycle. This program 
has awarded more than $1 million in funding over 20 years. 
Grants of up to $4,000 are awarded to fund local, innovative 
projects that educate boaters on boating safety and clean boat-
ing topics. Traditional boating organizations as well as local 
groups, clubs, school and college nonprofit organizations are 
eligible to submit proposals. Details about the program, in-
cluding photos of previous grant projects, are available at 
BoatUS.com/Foundation/Grants. In early April the Foundation 
will post the most creative applications online, and the public 
will be invited to vote on which projects should receive fund-
ing. You can follow the Foundation on Facebook to find out 
when voting begins.  [Posted: Mar 23, 2011. Source: Bruce 

White, BC-BLB] 

 

Auxiliary and Power  Squadron sign MOU 
National Chief Commander of the U. S. Power Squadron, 
Frank Dvorak and National Commodore James E. Vass, Jr. 
signed a MOU on March 7, 2011 in Savannah, Georgia. The 
signing at the International Boating and Water Safety Summit 
further solidified the relationship of the two organizations with 
a focus of working more closely together as RBS partners. A 
committee has been appointed to investigate ways the organi-
zations can strengthen cooperative efforts. 
 [Posted: Mar 24, 2011. Source: Anne R. Lockwood, N-EA] 
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Youth Policy Statement National                                
Commodore James E. Vass, Jr. has issued a letter regarding 
the Youth Training Policy. All Auxiliarists working with 
youth should read and become familiar with this policy. Please 
go to the National Website: 
http://dev02.cgaux.org/members/whats_new/announce.phpto 
to read the statement in its entirety. [Posted: Mar 26, 2011. 

Source: Anne R. Lockwood, N-EA] 

 

To:   ALAUX  
From: CHDIRAUX 
Subj : COMMERICAL POSTAGE STAMP 
TRANSITION -009/11 
 
1.  Effective 29 May 2009, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) 
stopped printing penalty mail stamps (i.e. - the eagle stamps 
commonly received from the Auxiliary National Supply Cen-
ter (ANSC)).  The USPS continued to provide these stamps as 
long as stocks were available, but ultimately shifted to com-
mercial postage stamps.  Commercial postage stamps are no 
different than the stamps that the USPS offers consumers.   
 
2.  ANSC still has a considerable supply of penalty mail 
stamps in stock and will continue to distribute them for Auxil-
iary use until that stock is depleted.  At that point, ANSC will 
begin providing commercial postage stamps in response to 
Auxiliary orders.  This is expected to begin later this summer, 
2011.   
 
3.  Commercial postage stamps shall be subject to the same 
policies and practices for usage as penalty mail stamps.  They 
shall only be used by Auxiliarists for the support of official 
business associated with their Auxiliary activities.  Because 
commercial postage stamps obtained from ANSC can be so 
easily integrated with personal mailings, it will be even more 
incumbent upon Auxiliarists to exercise utmost care, attention, 
and integrity in there restricted application for official busi-
ness purposes. As with other material orders submitted to 
ANSC, flotilla level authority to order stamps remains limited 
to the Flotilla Commander (FC) and Flotilla Staff Officer for 
Materials (FSO-MA) (see the ANSC Catalog at: 
http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/publications/default.asp for a 
complete listing of ANSC ordering authority).  Provisions of 
section 5.F. of the Coast Guard Auxiliary Manual (Comman-
dant Instruction 16790.1 series), which deals with official 
business mail, also remain applicable. 
 
4.  On behalf of the Coast Guard's Mail and Shipping Man-
ager, the following information is provided to help guide us-
age and handling of official business mail in the course of 
your Auxiliary activities: 
 a.  Insufficient postage will result in either the recipi-
ent paying postage due upon delivery, or the mail piece being 
returned to the originator for additional postage. 
 b.  Pricing and shape structure guidelines that went 
into effect in May 2008 affect all units that generate official 
mail.  Previously, the first class rate was the same for all types 
of mail.  Nowadays, a distinction is made for letter, flats, and 
parcels.  The new shape-based rates reflect the difference in 
processing costs unique to each mail shape. 

 c.  The maximum weight for letter-sized mail is 3.5 
oz at a cost of 95 cents.  Any letter-sized piece exceeding this 
limit, will be charged at the first class "flats" rate, which is 
almost double the cost of the letter rate. 
 d.  A letter printed on an 8.5 x 11 inch paper weigh-
ing 1 oz or less and mailed unfolded costs the mailer 88 cents.  
If the same letter were folded and placed in an envelope meas-
uring no more than 6-1/8 inches by 11-1/2 inches, the cost 
would be 44 cents - a savings of 50 percent.  All documents 
that can be folded without negative impact should be folded to 
fit into smaller envelopes.  Use envelopes measuring 6-1/8 x 
11-1/2 inches, as this keeps the mail piece in the "letter-sized" 
rate category, provided you do not exceed the weight limit of 
3.5 ounces. 
 e.  More detailed information about USPS shape-
based rate can be found on the site:  http://tinyurl.com/2odtrd        
( Long URL 
http://www.pb.com/cgibin/pb.dll/jsp/Postalinfo.do?sitelet=RC
Ed-
tion&catOID=19118&editorial_id=ed_ECEd_Shape_Based_P
rice&lang=en&country=US ) 
 
5.  Point-of-contact for Coast Guard postal matters is Mr. Ed 
Larson at (202) 475-3517 or edwin.b.larson@uscg.mil. 
 
Auxiliarist uses chalk to promote safe boating  
An award winning Coast Guard Auxiliary artist traded her 
canvas for concrete to promote safe boating during TampaÕs 
ÒChalk Walk.Ó The "Chalk Walk" is a free community event 
presented by Tampa Bay, Florida, Businesses for Culture and 
the Arts in Hyde Park Village. She used chalk - and the side-
walk - to create the ÒWear It,Ó image, the National Safe Boat-
ing Council campaign logo promoting life jacket wear. Read 
about the event, the artist's achievements and view her art-
work, now on SITREP, the Auxiliary's National e -
magazine. [Posted: Mar 28, 2011. Source: Mel Borofsky, Edi-

tor SITREP] 
  
eBEACON FEBRUARY 2011 ISSUE AVAIL-
ABLE 
The eBEACON is available for your viewing pleasure at: 
http://www.cgauxa.org/beacon/2011-02-beacon.pdf 
 
L ife Jacket Design Winners Announced by BoatUS 
Foundation and Underwr iter 's Laboratory 
The three winners of the Innovation in Life Jacket Design 
Competition were announced at the recent International Boat-
ing and Water Safety Summit held in Savannah, GA. The en-
tries had to be innovative, wearable, reliable, and practical. 
  
The top prize of $5,000 went to the Sea-Tee, submitted by Jeff 
Betz of Float-Tech, Inc., in Troy, NY. The Sea-Tee is similar 
to the rash guard shirt worn by many swimmers and water 
sports enthusiasts but with a built-in inflatable bladder. Betz 
noted that this stylish buoyancy aid would actually be worn 
during these near-shore activities, while life jackets will not. 
  
The second place prize of $1,000 went to the Directors Bu-
reau, a creative consulting firm that works in the film industry. 
Their "Float Coat" is a windbreaker with added flotation. 
While not a unique design, the judges felt that its fashionable  
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styling along with its creative placement of flotation, which 
includes hollow "microspheres," made it a winning entry. 

  
The BoatUS Foundation awarded the third place prize of $500 
to the youngest participants in the competition, a design team 
of high school seniors Nathan Karabon and Josh Jankowski of 
St. Thomas More High School in Milwaukee, WI. Karabon 
and Jankowski surveyed boaters and researched designs as 
part of the national "Project Lead the Way" program to come 
up with a submission cleverly combining traditional foam flo-
tation and modern inflatable configuration. 

  
Videos of the winning entries can be seen at 
BoatUS.com/foundation/winners, and plans for the next round 
of the design competition, already underway, will be an-
nounced in 2012. 
 [Posted: Mar 29, 2011. Source: Bruce White, BC-BLB] 
 
To:   ALAUX  
From: CHDIRAUX 
Subj : NAVIGATOR MAGAZINE -010/11 
 
1.  After much review and consideration, the Chief Director 
and National Commodore have made the difficult decision to 
not award a new contract for the Auxiliary's Navigator maga-
zine.  Considering advances in electronic media-delivery tech-
nology and budgetary challenges, the funds that had been allo-
cated to Navigator will be applied toward Auxiliary operating 
expenses in support of priorities laid out in the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Policy Statement.  These priorities are led by the 
commitment of the Commandant and the National Commo-
dore to the promotion and improvement of recreational boat-
ing safety. 
  
2.  A proactive, energetic member communications program 
will get the Auxiliary's word out using a host of tools includ-
ing Navigator Express, AUXDirect, What's New, and 
SITREP.  While the Internet and social media are effective 
tools, there is still a need for a paper publication.  Over the 
next several months, members of the National Public Affairs 
staff, working with the Chief Director's office, the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Association, and others, will aggressively 
explore publishing a periodical at a reduced frequency that 
will serve member needs and the interests of others associated 
with the Auxiliary. 
  
3.  Please bare with us as we adjust our course, with the goal 
of further improving Auxiliary member communications. 
 
To:   ALA UX  
From: CHDIRAUX 
Subj : AUXILIARY MANDATED TRAINING 
PROGRAM - VIRTUAL CLASSROOM STATUS 
UPDATE-011/11 
 
1.  ALAUX 008/11 of March 27, 2011 addressed challenges 
posed by the virtual classroom interim web site where Auxil-
iarists could take online mandatory training courses 
(http://aux.virtualclassroomuscg.org).  It indicated that the 

Coast Guard's Force Readiness Command's Performance, 
Training and Education Branch Advanced Distributed Learn-
ing Team (FC-515) was working to resolve several issues 
ranging from acknowledgement of course completion to avail-
ability of help desk assistance.  A permanent Auxiliary Learn-
ing Management System (LMS) designed to accommodate 
Auxiliary online mandatory training needs, inclusive of corre-
sponding AUXDATA entries, is expected to be fully opera-
tional and available this summer of 2011.  Moreover, tracking 
of and adherence to Auxiliary mandated training cycles will 
not become effective until that Auxiliary LMS is fully tested, 
functional, and its associated web site has been formally an-
nounced and placed online. 
 
2.  Although FC-515's diligent efforts have resolved several 
issues, it is more appropriate at this point to terminate the 
availability of the interim web site until the permanent Auxil-
iary LMS is placed in operation.  The interim web site has 
therefore been deactivated.  Announcement via ALAUX will 
be issued when the permanent Auxiliary LMS is available.   
 
Auxiliary Public Affairs Specialist Certi fi cations 
as of 01APR11 
WASHINGTON - The Coast Guard Auxiliary Department of 
Public Affairs is pleased to congratulate the following mem-
bers on completing initial or advanced-level Public Affairs 
Specialist certifications during the first quarter of 2011: 
  
 Robert R Carlson, PA1, 014-25-06 
 Henry Goldman, PA1 114-11-10 
 C. Douglas Kroll, PA1 114-11-10 
 Matthew Smith, PA1, 114-10-08 
 Rande Wilson, PA3, 014-07-02 
 
As Public Affairs Specialists, these members are now certified 
to participate in specific Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxil-
iary public affairs operations based on their individual level of 
certification.  PA1 is the basic level, PA2 is the intermediate 
level, and PA3 is the advanced level of certification within the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
 
Of particular note is that "Public Affairs Specialist" is a certi-
fication level, not an Auxiliary office.  It is also a separate and 
distinct designation from those members who have success-
fully completed the AUX-12 Coast Guard Public Affairs 
Course C-school.  All Coast Guard Auxiliary members who 
engage in public affairs operations to external audiences shall 
use the title "Public Affairs Officer" as appropriate when cor-
responding outside the organization. 
 
 For additional information on Coast Guard Auxiliary public 
affairs training, please visit: http://www.training.auxpa.org/ or 
contact Manny Romero, Division Chief - AUXPA Training 
(DVC-AT).  [Posted: Apr 1, 2011. Source: Christopher Todd, 

Deputy Director | Public Affairs] 

 

At 102+ years she sti ll supports the Auxiliary  
Elsie Tolnitch turned 102 on September 20, 2010 and cele-
brated her birthday by attending a meeting of Flotilla 3-10 of 
which she is a charter member. She continues to attend most 
Flotilla meetings and support the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Read  
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about this Auxiliarist and the honor she recently received, now 
on SITREP, the Auxiliary's National e-magazine. [Posted: Apr 

2, 2011. Source: Mel Borofsky, Editor SITREP] 

       
Elsie Tolnitch of Flotilla 3-10 in Virginia 

 
The RBS Affai rs Department is pleased to announce 
that that 2011 Grants Handbook is now available. Significant 
changes include: 
¥               The NSBC Alcohol Awareness Impact Award has 
been discontinued due to no sponsor. 
¥               The Safe Boating Sidekicks Life Jacket Photo Con-
test has been suspended due to a lack of entries.  It may be 
resurrected next year. 
¥               Guidance is provided for Flotillas wishing to apply 
for Wal-Mart Community Grants, and follows the existing 
guidance for applying for non-profit grants. 
Please Note:  The Grants Handbook provides very important 
information about the correct procedures for applying for 
grants.  Flotillas are strongly cautioned that they MUST read 
and follow these procedures to be in compliance the Auxiliary 
policy. 
  
The 2011 Grant Handbook is downloadable from the RBS 
Affairs Department website at: 
http://bdept.cgaux.org/documents.php 
Posted by Bill Griswold, BC-BRG 
Bruce Johnson, DIR-B Director for RBS Affairs 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
 
Make your  own VE Business Cards 
The V Department has released a template to allow members 
to create their own personalized business cards. The template 
set is comprised of three Microsoft Word files in a ZIP Ar-
chive file that you can download. 
  
The "VSC VE Bus Card Vertical Instructions.doc" is the in-
structions and the "VSC VE Vertical Card 1 Auto.doc" is the 
front of the card and the "VSC VE Card Back.doc" is the back 
of the card. You can download the ZIP file from this link: 
 http://safetyseal.net/downloads/VE-Business-Card.zip 
 This replaces ANSC 9017, the generic punched "Safety 
Check" card that has been discontinued from ANSC inven-
tory. 
 
2011 Grant Handbook Available                                
The RBS Affairs Department is pleased to announce that that 
2011 Grant Handbook is now available. Significant changes 

include: 
• The NSBC Alcohol Awareness Impact Award has been 

discontinued due to no sponsor. 
• The Safe Boating Sidekicks Life Jacket Photo Contest has 

been suspended due to a lack of entries. It may be resur-
rected next year. 

• Guidance is provided for Flotillas wishing to apply for Wal-
Mart Community Grants, and follows the existing guid-
ance for applying for non-profit grants. 

Please Note: The Grants Handbook provides very important 
information about the correct procedures for applying for 
grants. Flotillas are strongly cautioned that they MUST read 
and follow these procedures to be in compliance the Auxiliary 
policy. The 2011 Grant Handbook is downloadable from the 
RBS Affairs Department website here.  [Posted: Apr 4, 2011. 

Source: Bill Griswold, BC-BRG] 

 

Coast Guard Unit hosts Auxiliary tr aining 
course Coast Guard Base Support Unit New Orleans, 
Louisiana hosted a recent AUX-12 Public Affairs Train-
ing Course. From the east to the west coast and the Gulf 
Coast to the Great Lakes, Auxiliarists from divisions and 
flotillas from all four corners of our nation attended this 
training. The AUX-12 Public Affairs Course provides a 
basic foundation for public affairs officers. Read about 
this valuable training (and maybe become interested 
enough to attend a future course), now on SITREP, the 
Auxiliary's National e-magazine. [Posted: Apr 9, 2011. 

Source: Mel Borofsky, Editor SITREP] 

 

Nicholas Kur iger  Appointed Director  of the Per -
formance Measurements Department 
Nicholas Kuriger has been appointed Director of the na-
tional Performance Measurements Department.  He was pre-
viously Deputy Director, and has served in other positions 
within the department since its inception.  He has also been a 
staff member in the I Department, and has served as Commu-
nication Services officer at the district, division and flotilla 
level.  He has more than sixteen years' experience in the In-
formation Technology field, including nine years in the U.S. 
Navy. 
 
FLOOTING DEBRIS  
It might seem logical that striking fixed objects such as piers 
in addition to other boats (allusions and collisions) would be 
the most common cause for damage claims, but according to 
the April issue of Seaworthy, the BoatU.S. Marine Insurance 
and Damage Avoidance Report, it's actually striking sub-
merged objects, which includes running aground.  One way to 
avoid floating debris in a river or bay is to wait several days 
after a period of heavy rain in order to give logs, branches, and 
other debris time to wash downstream.  It also helps to reduce 
speed and post a sharp lookout at the bow for surface irregu-
larities such as ripples or swirls.  If you do feel or hear 
a bump, turn off the engine immediately.  After checking the 
bilge and below for possible leaks, inspect the prop and out 
drive for damage.  If a net or     line is fouling your prop you 
may be able to unwrap it or cut it off.  Groundings can be 
avoided by monitoring depth sounder readings and making 
sure the readings correspond with those on your plotter or nau 
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tical charts.  If the readings don't match, the boat may be out 
of the desired channel or off course.  Keeping in mind exactly 
where the transducer is located relative to the bottom of the 
keel is also critical.  If the depth sounder gives a reading of 
five feet but you forget that the transducer is two feet above 
the keel bottom, then a grounding is much more likely.  How-
ever, even a seasoned skipper can end up going aground, and 
when that happens it's important to react methodically.    After 
checking the bilge and below for leaks, restart the engine, 
raise the out drive a bit, and back off slowly.  It's wise to keep 
an eye on the temperature gauge while doing this, as red lining 
could indicate that mud or sand is being sucked into the en-
gine.  If that doesn't work, shifting weight by relocating pas-
sengers or stowage may do the trick, or it may be feasible dur-
ing an incoming tide to break out the sandwiches and wait an 
hour or so for the water level to rise.  Attempting to throttle up 
and power off ahead after grounding is not advised, as more 
damage can occur to the hull, running gear, and engine.  Fi-
nally, whether you return to your marina unassisted or with a 
tow, continue to check for leaks while underway and periodi-
cally after docking; just because a damaged boat doesn't take 
on water while underway doesn't mean it won't when it's 
docked.    Submitted by Bruce White, BC-BLB 
 
National Safe Boating Newsletter  
By Harr iet Howard, SA-NSBW 
The stage is being set for National Safe Boating Week, the 
AuxiliaryÕs biggest show. The spotlight is on safe boating. The 
show opens on May 21, with a 7-day run, closing on May 27. 
For the full Newsletter click on link below  
/Uploads/npa/Final_April_2011_Newsletter.pdf  
 
WASHINGTON - The new U.S. Coast Guard Heraldry 
manual (COMDTINST M5200.14A) was signed into effect at 
Coast Guard Headquarters on 12APR11. This document now 
contains specific guidelines (Chapter 7) on authorized and 
proper use of Coast Guard Auxiliary heraldry including our 
Seal, Emblem, and Marks.  The U.S. Coast Guard Heraldry 
manual can be found online via: 
http://www.uscg.mil/directives/cim/5000  
5999/CIM_5200_14A.pdf 
 
All Coast Guard Auxiliary National Staff personnel and unit 
elected leaders shall comply with the content posted therein as 
per COMDTINST M5200.14A.  All Coast Guard Auxiliary 
appointed public affairs, publications, communications serv-
ices, and operations officers should make themselves specifi-
cally familiar with the stated policies and guidelines 
of this manual. 
 
The Coast Guard Auxiliary Department of Public Affairs 
would like to express our appreciation to Rob Green, Branch 
Chief | Graphics (BC-ASG), for his dedicated focus and sig-
nificant contributions toward the timely completion of this 
manual in conjunction with Coast Guard personnel.  To sub-
mit questions or comments regarding the Coast Guard Auxil-
iary heraldry guidelines, please contact the Director | Public 
Affairs (DIR-A) via electronic mail. 
Christopher Todd, Deputy Director | Public Affairs 
 

College Athletics to Deepwater  Hor izon          Aux-
iliary unit activities across the nation are wide and varied. This 
Virginia flotilla found itself supporting collegiate regattas and 
the aftermath of the Gulf oil spill, "Operation Deepwater," all 
in the same boating season. Take a look at how this unit per-
formed during the operations, now on SITREP, the Auxiliary's 
National e-magazine. . . .  [Posted: Apr 18, 2011. Source: Mel 

Borofsky, Editor SITREP] 

 

OFFICIAL U.S. COAST GUARD AUXILI ARY 
COMMUNICATI ON 
 
ARLINGTON, Va. - Adm. Bob Papp, Commandant of the 
Coast Guard, addressed Coast Guard and Coast Guard Auxil-
iary public affairs and governmental affairs leadership on 
Tuesday, April 12 at the GAO/PAO Conference held at 
the Navy League Headquarters.  Papp spoke about his new 
"Commandant's Direction 2011" publication designed to pro-
vide a "trackline" for the Coast Guard's future. 
 
Building on the four "Guiding Principals" of (1) "Steady the 
Service", (2) "Honor Our Profession", (3) "Strengthen Our 
Partnerships", and (4) "Respect our Shipmates" that Papp un-
veiled in 2010 to provide a framework 
for the future, the "Commandant's Priorities" for 2011 are de-
signed to 
provide the blueprint. 
 
COMMANDANT'S PRIORITIES: 
1) Sustain Mission Excellence 
2) Recapitalize and Build Capacity 
3) Enhance Crisis Response and Management 
4) Prepare for the Future 
 
All Coast Guard Auxiliary members are encouraged to be-
come familiar with the Commandant's Priorities.  To down-
load the 24-page "Commandant's Priorities 2011" publication 
in .pdf file format, please visit: 
http://www.uscg.mil/seniorleadership/docs/ccgs-direction-
2011.pdf 
Christopher Todd, Deputy Director | Public Affairs 
 
Professionally Recorded Audio PSAs 
Available for Download - Ready for NSBW 
You will want to bookmark this page!  
http://www.video.auxpa.org/audio.shtml 
 There, you will find a wide variety of ready-to-broadcast 
Audio Public Service Announcements. 
  
The page will be re-organized by topic to make it more user-
friendly within the next few days... but I wanted to make you 
immediately aware of the new files now available under the 
"New for NSBW 2011" heading. 
 You can download a single zip file, the "NSBW PRESSKIT" 
file, and when you extract it youÕll have a collection of 15 
second announcements, a contact-letter template you can use 
to approach your local radio stations, and a readme file with 
instructions.  This is a no-hassle way for PAOs to in-

clude Radio Public Service Announcements as part of 

their Safe Boating Week efforts! [Posted: Apr 20, 2011. 

Source: Doug Edelman, Branch Chief - Audio] 
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Sent: Mon Apr  18th, 2011 1:28 PM PDT 
Subject: The New Homeport of the Battleship 
USS Iowa (BB-61) 
 
Fellow Shipmates, 
The waters of the Port of Los Angeles, more specifically Berth 87,  
will be seeing some exciting times with the arrival of the great  
Battleship USS Iowa (BB-61) in the Summer/Fall of 2011.    
The USS Iowa is expected to be awarded to the Port of Los  
Angeles by the Navy this summer and she will be towed into  
her new home, berth 87, by October 2011.   Upon completing  
a year of conversion, the USS Iowa will be ready to start her new  
mission as an interactive naval museum and educational venue 
in late 2012.   See the following link for more information about 
the USS Iowa, how you can get involved and the latest updates,  
www.pacificbattleship.com. 
  
I think this would be an amazing Security/Safety Zone Patrol to  
participate in as a Coxswain or crew, so we will have to see if 
our Division Commander can pull all of his strings to put Flotilla  
5-12 on the top of the list of Auxiliary facility patrol requests.   
(Hint..Hint.Tony....ha..ha..ha...) 
  
With the arrival of the Battleship USS Iowa and the NASA  
Space Shuttle Endeavor to Los Angeles, I see some great 4th  
Cornerstone Events in the near future for Flotilla 5-12. 
Mark Oshiro. FC 5-12 
 
Increase in Postcard Stamp Cost  
The U. S. Postal Service recently announced an increase for the cost of mailing a postcard. Effective April 17, 2011, the cost for postcard stamps will be $0.29. ANSC has the $0.29 available for you to order. The maximum 
dimensions of the post card have not changed. The dimensions are: 4 !Ó (height) by 6Ó (length). The minimum dimensions are:  3 "Ó (height) by 5Ó (length).  When ordering stamps from ANSC, please follow your Districts 
policy using the USCG Auxiliary Postal Material Form on page 31 of the ANSC Catalog. 
 [Posted: Apr 21, 2011. Source: Anne R. Lockwood, N-EA]    
 
VSC For Paddlecraft Form 7012a is in stock. 
The new form 7012a - VSC for Paddlecraft has arrived at ANSC. All previous orders received in 2011 have been fulfilled and shipped by ANSC and need not be duplicated. 
 Lillian M. Haines DIR-V Department Director USCG Auxiliary National Department of Vessel Examination              
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 16th Annual CPR Saturday 
           May 21, 2011  
                  Long Beach City College 
          490 E. Carspm Str eet 
   Long Beach, CA 
 
 GENERAL I NFORMATI ON 
For a few hour of your time and a reduced course fee, you can 
learn crucial life saving skills to protect your friends and fam-
ily.  CPR courses run throughout the day and may last up to 
four hours.  Select classes will be taught in Spanish and 
classes are available for individuals who are deaf or hard of 
hearing.  Online registration will begin on April 4th and end 
May 15th and walk up classes are available on May 21 for 
open classes only. 
Free Parking located in lots F, G, H, I 
Sign up early to guarantee your spot.  Cost for classes will be 
$15.oo at the door. 
Classes include: 
• Adult and Child CPR or First Aid Training - $10.00. 
•  Standard First Aid - $10.00 
• Safe Kids Training  (ages 7-17) - $10,00 
• Dog First Aid - $15.00 
Upon successful completion you will receive certification for 
two years. 
Cost - $25,00 
I f you cannot register  on line call: (562) 490-4035 
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  HAPPY EASTER! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEPARTM ENT OF HOMELA ND SECURITY 
U S COAST GUARD 
U S COAST GUARD AUXILI ARY 
SO PB 5 
1510 RANDALL WA Y 
WEST COVINA  CA  91790 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 

 
    22 Apr il 2011 
      Bud Lathrop, ADSO PB 
 

 
To send in reports, pictures and information for 

the Newsletter , send to: 
J. Garrabrant, SO PB 5 

E-mail: jg13aux@aol.com 
FAX: (626) 960-5459 

 
NEXT DIVISION MEETI NG: 

 
17 MAY 2011 

 
@ 1900 Ð BSU, SAN PEDRO 

 
ALL M EMBRS WELCOME! 

 
 
 

ÒSEMPER PARATUSÓ 


